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MISSION AND GOVERNANCE

Mission

Incorporated on May 25, 2011,
the Foundation will celebrate its
10th anniversary in 2021.
Its mission remains the same as ever:
to raise funds for the benefit of Emergo Respite
in order to ensure the continuity of its services
and to carry out new projects.
The Foundation is in charge of the annual
fund-raising campaign as well as planning
and efficiently running the various
fund-raising activities.
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MISSION AND GOVERNANCE

The Chairperson’s Message
Dear Friends,
We faced many challenges in the past year. With the
pandemic that has been plaguing us since March 2020
and is still with us, we need to show a lot of resilience
and imagination in order to reach our fund-raising
objectives for the Emergo Foundation.

The respite services offered during the pandemic by
Emergo Respite provided the participants with the
opportunity to share precious moments in the country
in a friendly atmosphere, accompanied by a dedicated,
competent and dynamic team of counsellors.

The funds raised through our various philanthropic
activities go towards supporting Emergo Respite’s
activities, thereby granting a well-deserved respite to
a greater number of families than would otherwise
be possible.

In the end, all these activities helped us gross over
$625,000.

Here is an overview of our fund-raising activities of
the last fiscal year:
• The annual direct mail campaign
• The Charity Challenge, which exceeded our objective!
• An auction of works of art from the Blais family’s
private collection
• An auction of private collections of bottles of wine
• The postponement of the golf tournament to the
month of September

We wish to thank everyone who participated in our
activities and our volunteers who contributed to such
tremendous success.
We hope that next year will be just as successful
and we intend to continue our solicitation efforts
and various fund-raising activities with the same
high energy.
And we want to thank Dominique Andry, our faithful
and devoted Director, as well as the members of the
Emergo Foundation’s Board of Directors and our
volunteers.

• A virtual auction in November, just in time to buy gifts
for the holiday season

All these activities helped us
gross over $625,000.
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Sylvie Cataford
Chair of the Board of Directors

MISSION AND GOVERNANCE

The Director’s Message
The health crisis we have been experiencing for more
than two years now has highlighted the essential role
played by non-profit organizations in our community.
From the very beginning of this crisis, Emergo Respite
was confirmed as an essential service by the provincial
government. Despite shortened respite periods
combined with a lower number of participants due to
a very strict health protocol, 226 families were able
to benefit from a well-deserved break. And what a
great source of pride to the whole team: there were
no COVID-19 outbreaks during Emergo respites! And
all this was possible thanks to you, dear donors, who
were there to support us during such difficult times.

For the second year of the pandemic, Emergo Respite
benefited from some government support programs
related to COVID-19. How very proud we are to see that
the number of respites offered is gradually increasing —
a sign that the funds raised by the Foundation have
had a direct and significant impact on Emergo Respite’s
activities.
Encouraging signs are helping us foresee the end
of this health crisis within the coming year. Emergo
Respite is confident that the situation will return to
normal and that we will be able to offer a respite of the
usual duration to all the families who will be registered.
As for the Foundation, we are already hard at work to
ensure the sustainability of Emergo Respite’s services.

How very proud we are to see
that the number of respites offered
is gradually increasing
Dominique Andry
Foundation Director
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MISSION AND GOVERNANCE

Circle of Ambassadors
This year marks the Foundation’s
10th anniversary. In recognition of
the tremendous work of its founding
Chairman, the Foundation inducted
Jacques Chartrand as well as Michel
Robert of Groupe Robert and Mathieu
Simard of Industries Lassonde into its
Circle of Major Donors. We would like
to take this opportunity to warmly
thank Mr. Robert and Mr. Simard for
serving as honorary co-chairs of our
annual golf tournament.

Jacques Chartrand
Founding President of
the Emergo Foundation

Michel Robert
President and
Chief Executive Officer
Groupe Robert

Mathieu Simard
Chief Human
Resources Officer
Lassonde Industries

The Foundation would like
to pay tribute to the years
of dedication of these great
ambassadors and donors.

Luc Bertrand
Vice-Chairman of the Board
of the National Bank
of Canada

Robert Roy
Domaine Roy & Fils

Louis Vachon
Partner
J.C. Flowers & Co

Board of Directors
Sylvie Cataford, Galerie Simon Blais: Chairperson

Nathalie Hamel-Roy, parent: Director

Andrée Robert, tax specialist and parent: Treasurer

Nicolas Schulman, National Bank Financial
and Friend of Emergo: Director

Manon Carle Dagenais, parent: Secretary
Henriette Angers, parent: Director
Jacques Chartrand, parent and Founding Chairman:
Director
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Christianna Scott, BNP Paribas and Friend
of Emergo: Director

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

Despite the health restrictions put in place to counter
the COVID-19 virus, the Foundation was able to
hold all of its fund-raising activities, sometimes in
virtual mode and sometimes in person. Despite the
uncertainties and difficulties faced by many, the
Foundation continued to receive the sincere support
of its donors, sponsors, participants and member
families, who responded in large numbers to
the appeal. The annual campaign grossed $600,000
in donations and sponsorships and $236,000 in
donations in kind for its auctions.

This year marks the Foundation’s 10th anniversary. More than $5.5 million
gross has been raised by the Emergo Foundation since its beginnings and
we will continue our efforts with passion in order to ensure a very precious
respite to more families living with an autistic person.
A big thank-you to all our donors, sponsors and volunteers for their contributions,
which are so important to us!
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

YOUR DONATIONS...
OUR ACHIEVEMENTS,

!
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With the easing of the health restrictions, Emergo Respite
was able to improve its respite offer and serve as many
families as possible. By reducing the length of summer
stays, in particular, the number of nights offered in 2021
was an average of 4.2 per person, up 27.6% compared to
the previous year, the first year of the pandemic.

The entire Emergo Respite team is hopeful that the number
of respites offered will return to normal in 2022-2023 as well
as the number of nights offered per respite, which was an
average of 8.2 per person before the pandemic.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

EMERGO RESPITE
FACTS AND FIGURES

226

member
families

129
participants with autism
spectrum disorder for
summer respites

7-47
years old
81%

19%
Average age
of participants:

21 years old
326 School-based respites
48 Urban respites
542 Summer respites

916

Total overnight stays
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Breakdown of
participants by
administrative
region
Abitibi-Témiscamingue

1

Centre-du-Québec

1

Eastern Townships

4

Lanaudière

6

Laurentians

5

Laval

8

Mauricie

4

Montérégie

30

Montreal

63

Northern Quebec

1

Outaouais

6

Total

129
participants

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

iDÉFIx

Respite Programs

Émergence

Supported by the Foundation
Summer and school programs – Emergo Respite

Émergence

Un rêve
à réaliser

Adaptatou

iDÉFIx

Clientele

Autism spectrum disorder

Autism spectrum disorder with severe
behaviour problems

Program
description

Customized program for participants of all
ages with a lower autonomy level and problems
in socializing

Program designed for participants with
behaviour problems and in need of stricter
supervision

Age

4 and over

4 and over

Location

Camp de Grandpré, Otterburn Park

Camp de Grandpré, Otterburn Park

Counsellorcamper ratio

1 on 1 or 2:3

1 on 1 or 2:1

General
objectives

• To provide a respite period for parents or guardians of the autistic person
• To give vacation opportunities to autistic people of all ages, in a safe, structured environment
at an outdoor recreational area
• To ensure the health, safety and well-being of autistic people
• To maintain acquisitions and develop skills and autonomy
• To develop parents’ or guardians’ confidence in Emergo and its staff

Specific
objectives

• To provide activities adapted to the needs of
autistic people

• To provide a well-structured, adapted
environment

• To provide a customized, safe setting

• To develop a customized approach

• To promote the emergence of new
interests among autistic people

• To reduce the number of disruptions and
their impact
• To prevent aggressive behaviour
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

Un rêve à réaliser

Adaptatou

Clientele

High-functioning autism spectrum disorder or
Asperger syndrome

High-functioning autism spectrum disorder or
Asperger syndrome

Program
description

Program allowing high-functioning autistic
people to develop in a more conventional
environment and enjoy vacations among
friends

Integration program in a regular summer camp

Age

13 and over

6-16

Location

Villa Marie-Rose, Sainte-Agathe

Camp Mariste, Rawdon (Lanaudière)

Counsellorcamper ratio

1:2 or 1:3

1 on 1 or 1:2

General
objectives

• To provide a respite period for parents or guardians of the autistic person
• To give vacation opportunities to autistic people of all ages, in a safe, structured environment
at an outdoor recreational area
• To ensure the health, safety and well-being of autistic people
• To maintain acquisitions and develop skills and autonomy
• To develop parents’ or guardians’ confidence in Emergo and its staff

Specific
objectives

•T
 o provide an
environment fostering accountability

• To give participants social integration
experience

•T
 o give autistic people a chance to enjoy
vacations among friends and cultivate new
friendships

• To increase awareness about differences,
among the children in the regular group

•T
 o promote social integration

• To encourage socialization with peers of
the same age

•T
 o develop the concept of choice
and compromise

• To develop the concept of choice and
compromise

How much does a respite cost?
•A
 verage cost per autistic participant for
9 overnight stays – summer respite: $4,364
•A
 verage cost per participant with autism
for 2 overnight stays – school respite: $970

Ror every respite in 2021,
the costs were shared
as follows:

••
•
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FOUNDATION
FAMILY
GOVERNMENT GRANTS

25 %
39 %
27 %

FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES 2020-2021

GOLF TOURNAMENT 2021
While the Organizing Committee was resigned to cancelling
the 2020 edition of the Golf Tournament because of the
pandemic, the easing of the health restrictions allowed the
Foundation to hold its tournament a little later on in the year,
in September. Although a post-game cocktail reception to
celebrate the achievements on the course couldn’t be held,
the golfers were all smiles and happy to have enjoyed
such a great day for the Emergo cause! The Foundation’s
flagship activity succeeded in raising more than
$109,000 gross on that day.

More than

$109,000
gross
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FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES 2020-2021

SCOTIABANK CHARITY CHALLENGE
More than

$55,000

in donations

Our fund-raisers were there despite the difficult context of the pandemic.
Everyone was able to take part in virtual mode and participate in their
challenge by running or walking 5 km near their home. The objective of
$35,000 was largely surpassed as more than $55,000 in donations was
collected. With these excellent results, which placed it first in terms of
average donations collected per participant, the Foundation won a
$4,250 award for the third year in a row.
A big thank-you to all our participants, both the young and young at heart!

VIRTUAL AUCTION

ART AND FINE WINE
AUCTION
Thanks to private collection owners, the Emergo
Foundation received more than $230,000 in
in-kind donations of paintings and renowned
bottles of wine to host two virtual auctions that
proved popular with contemporary art and wine
lovers. A grand total of $127,550 was raised in
gross proceeds from the sale. Very special
thanks to Simon Blais of the Simon Blais
Art Gallery as a major donor, and also
Grand
for his invaluable collaboration in
holding these two auctions.

Marc Séguin
LOUVE 2014
Collection
Simon Blais

total

$127,550
gross
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Domaine
Jean-Louis Chave
Hermitage 2011

FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES 2020-2021

AUCTION FOR
THE HOLIDAY SEASON
For the second year in a row, the Foundation
held a very special auction that provided
interested people with an opportunity to
combine business with pleasure and to make
people happy for the holiday season, while
supporting Emergo’s cause. More than $26,000
net was raised during this fund-raising activity.

More than

$26,000
net

VIRTUAL
AUCTION

DIRECT MAIL
CAMPAIGN
The annual letter of solicitation was sent by
mail or email to all donors. Their positive
response surpassed our expectations! Over
$275,000 net was donated to the Foundation!
At the same time, all parents who are members
of Emergo Respite were solicited through the
Simplix platform and, for the first time, more
than $4,420 net was collected.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The dedicated Scholarship Fund encourages and supports members of Emergo Respite’s staff in the field, with
their post-secondary studies. Every year, the Selection Committee recognizes the outstanding academic record
and dedication of members of the coordination and support teams. This year, with the pandemic having limited
the number of respites offered and therefore the need for staff in the field, the Emergo Foundation decided to
suspend its annual granting of scholarships in order to give all Emergo Respite staff the best chances.
We would like to thank Robert Beauregard of Global Alpha and the Connor, Clark & Lunn Foundation as well as our
donors who contributed to the Scholarship Fund in the November virtual auction.
All funds raised during the year for this project were deposited in a dedicated fund (see notes to the financial statements as at
March 31, 2022). The Selection Committee for the scholarship program is expected to resume its activities in 2022-2023.
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OUR MAJOR DONORS

Our Major Donors
152245 Canada inc.
André Beaulieu
André Marcotte
Andrée Robert & Jacques Chartrand
Anne-Marie Panneton
Ara Arzumanian
Axium Infrastructure inc.
BFL Canada - Consulting Services
Boutin Express inc.
Boutique 5e Avenue
Christian Blanchette
Claude Boulos & Lynda Tarzi
Conam Charitable Foundation
Connor, Clark & Lunn Foundation
Construction Sorel
Corporation Gestion de Placements
Claret
Cyrille Vittecoq
Daniel Lalonde
David Morin
Deborah Josephson
Dermot Sweeny
Diane Benoit & Steve Foley
Donald Cayouette
Donatrices & donateurs anonymes
Élyse Messier
Énergir
Fédération interprofessionnelle
de la santé du Québec
Fondation Ariane Riou & Réal Plourde
Fondation Claire & Jean-Pierre Léger
Fondation Denise & Robert Gibelleau
Fondation du Grand Montréal –
Fondation Paul A. Fournier
Fondation Famille Benoit
Fondation Famille Bertrand
Fondation Famille Vachon
Fondation Huguette & Jean-Louis
Fontaine
Fondation Jacques-Forest,
SCFP – Section locale 301

Maxime Lemieux

Fondation Yvan Morin

Michael Schmalz

Fortier D'Amour Goyette S.E.N.C.R.L.

Michel Boislard

Francine Langan & André Pagé

Michel Brossard & Martine Darquenne

Gestion Bouclier Laurentien

Michel Labadie & Michele F. Labadie

Gestion de capital Coerente inc.

Michel Simard

Gestion du Vieux-Port

Michelle Chartrand & Alexandre
Bourget

Gestion Fremican inc.
Gestion J.I.C.A. inc.
Gestion Jeanine Bouthillier
Gestion Louise Brûlé
Groupe Desgagnés inc.
Groupe Robert
Guy Duplessis
Henriette Angers & Mathieu Gauvin
IA Financial Group – Industrial Alliance
Industries Lassonde
Inovia Capital inc.
Inter-Boucherville inc.
Jan Leopold Munck
Jardin Nelson inc.
Jean Duchesneau
Jean Turmel & Lorraine Turmel
Jean-Marie Bourassa
Jean-Philippe Pépin
Jonathan Plens
Les Entreprises Chatel
Les Habitations Sylvain Ménard inc.
Les Placements Tanguay inc.
Letko Brosseau
Louise Riel
Louis-Marie Beaulieu
Luc Bertrand & Jeanne-Marie
Lefebvre
Lyla Collection
Macogep

Michel-Marc Bouchard
Mireille Lay Morency
Monique Lortie
Morris Prychidny
Natalie Hamel-Roy & Marc Bertrand
National Bank Financial
National Bank of Canada
Noam Hakak
PayPal Giving Fund Canada
Pierre Cardin
Placements Healco inc.
Racine & Chamberland
Rémi Quirion
René Malo
Richard Giard
Robert Brodeur
Robert Roy & Huguette Roy
Roynat Capital
Samer Charabati
Scotia Bank Charity Challenge 2021
Sébastien Gagnon
Secrétariat d'état des Chevaliers
de Colomb du Québec
SEP Construction
Services Conseils GAP inc.
SPESINVEST inc.
Stéphane Gervais
Succession Maurice Angers

Manac inc.

Sylvie Cataford & Simon Blais

Manulife Securities Investment
Services

The Zhubin Foundation
Tina Serafin

Marc Séguin

Toc Toc Communications

Fondation Jean-Louis Lévesque

Marc Trottier & Marisa D'Emilio

Traction – division de UAP inc.

Fondation Jean-Luc Gravel &
Brigitte Breton

Martin Geoffroy

UNIFOR – QUÉBEC – Fonds justice
sociale

Fondation Jeanne Esther

Mary-Ann Bell & Alain Bourdon

Fondation KMP FOLLA
Fondation Papillon
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Martin Veilleux & Linda Drouin
Maryse Buteau Charland

Vincent Duhamel
Zeller Family Foundation

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Year ended March 31, 2022

2022-03-31*

2021-03-31

Fund-raising activities
Revenues
Expenditures

$853,483

1

$349,033

($303,848)

2

($32,352)

2

($50,000)

3

($100,000)

3

$11,770

4

$135,183

Financial assistance
Donation to Emergo Respite

Investment activities

Excess of revenues over expenditures

$511,405

$351,863

* 2nd year affected by the global pandemic caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19)
1 & 2. The Foundation received exceptional donations in kind for its auctions. In accordance with accepted accounting
practices, the value of these assets ($236,825) was been recorded as revenues and expenses.
3. The Foundation’s financial assistance granted to Emergo Respite was less, as the latter was able to benefit from special
COVID-19-related financial assistance during the year. The Foundation expects to provide financial assistance in the amount
of $300,000 by March 31, 2023, as Emergo Respite anticipates its operations will be back to normal.
4. Despite the turbulence on the financial markets during the year, the Foundation was able to maintain sound management
of its investments as of March 31, 2022.
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Autism gives no respite...

Emergo does!

Emergo
Foundation

Autism gives no respite…

Emergo, does!
Emergo Foundation
1862, rue Jolicœur, Montréal (Québec) H4E 1X2
Phone: 514 658-2882
fondationemergo.com
Incorporation: May 25, 2011
Registration no.: 8173 84712 RR0001
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